
A striking 
blend of stone 

and glass 
makes this 
penthouse 

master bath 
a shimmering 

haven for 
reenergizing.
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The shower and bathtub are positioned 
so bathers can enjoy the dramatic view. 

Wing walls provide some privacy for 
the shower, and the window wall is 

equipped with hidden blackout curtains 
that can be lowered when desired.
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entire home is done in cool grays and warm 
golds, which are colors you see when you 
look out the windows. The homeowners 
wanted to wake up to warm hues, which feel 
more energizing.”  

To disperse the varying hues of the tiles 
evenly throughout the bathroom, Wascha 
and Leland worked with the installer, sorting 
through several boxes of tile to select and ar-
range the pieces. “The movement in the tile is 
almost like watercolor brushstrokes,” Leland 
says. “I wanted the transitions from light to 
dark tiles to be gradual and not abrupt.” 

Similarly, the design team avoided jarring 
alterations to the tile grid by using various 
sizes to avoid making cuts: 12×12-inch squares 

Left: Onyx slabs topping the 
vanities are ¾ inch thick, 
with 1½-inch edging applied 
for a more substantial 
appearance.
Opposite: Radiant heat 
warms the tile floors as well 
as the toekicks beneath the 
vanities. The toekick on the 
taller vanity is deeper to 
accommodate the man’s 
larger feet. A door beyond 
the vanities provides access 
to a private water closet.

ystical notions aside, interior de-
signer Barbara Leland and architect 

Stephanie Wascha know how to brandish the 
power of a glowing stone. They have learned 
that the lavish use of shimmering onyx tiles 
tantalizes the eyes and simultaneously soothes 
and energizes the senses.

Hold a piece of onyx in your hands, and 
“you are spellbound,” Wascha says. “There are 
stripes of cream and coral with crystals that 
make each square glow. It really is an unusual 
stone because it brings warmth to a room.”

For an especially inviting feel, the design 
team selected honey onyx to surface the floor, 
walls, and even the countertops of this spa-
cious master bathroom. Radiant heat ensures 
that the visually appealing floor is also com-
fortable to the touch. Located in a Bellevue, 
Washington, penthouse condominium, the 
bathroom provides a breathtaking vista of 
nearby mountains and the city of Seattle across 
Lake Washington.

“The homeowners wanted to be able to en-
joy the view whether they were in the shower 
or in the tub,” Wascha says, adding that the 
color palette was inspired by the view. “The 
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cover portions of the walls and floor. Two 
sizes of mosaics complete the room with  
2×2-inch tiles diminishing to 1×1-inch mosa-
ics, which accommodate the floor’s slope to 
the shower drain.

While the shower is open to the room to 
preserve the view, shallow walls provide some 
privacy. “We even had the homeowners stand 
in the rough-framed shower area so we could 
be sure the wing walls were deep enough,” 
Wascha says.

Directly across from the shower, more onyx 
wraps a deep porcelain whirlpool tub, with a 
long tiled bench alongside providing a place to 
towel off or store toiletries. For concealed stor-
age, a wall of cabinetry serves as a visual and 
physical buffer between the shower and the 
window wall. Soft buff-color paint blends the 

wood cabinetry with the prevailing tones of 
the tile for a seamless appearance.

A pair of vanities sit back-to-back but at 
different heights to comfortably suit the  
stature of each homeowner. Metal cables dra-
matically float a pair of mirrors between the 
vanities, providing privacy for the couple 
when they want it. However, engraved glass 
vessel sinks are offset from one another, align-
ing diagonally with a space between mirrors 
so the homeowners can chat as they groom. 
Ensuring that the vanities are as well-dressed 
as the rest of the bath, countertops are trans-
lucent slabs of honey onyx.

“There are so many words that describe 
this bath—elegant, warm, restful,” Leland says. 
“But I think my favorite thing about this space 
is that the tile really makes it glow.”

Left: A rain showerhead, a 
handheld wand, a corner 
seat, and a storage niche 
provide showering 
amenities. Because no tiles 
were cut when tiling the 
bath, the bench had to be 
tiled twice to achieve the 
proper fit.
Opposite: This configuration 
of cabinetry makes practical 
use of the buffer zone 
between the shower and the 
window wall. The buff-color 
paint on the wall and 
cabinetry carries over the 
tranquil colorations of the 
onyx tiles.
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COnTempORARy HARdWARe And SLeek 
mATeRiALS HeLp mAke THiS BATH SHine.

Clockwise from opposite, top left: A wide band 
of 2x2-inch onyx tiles visually links the open 
shower to the tub side of the room, with the 
band continuing in perfect alignment across the 
floor and up the wall.  • A simple chrome towel 
holder keeps the focus on the onyx tiles while 
complementing the shimmering surfaces.  
• engraving creates alternating clear and 
opaque bands on the glass vessel sinks atop 
the vanity. • The subtle metal band slicing 
through the vanity cabinet is a recurring theme 
throughout the condominium.  • Two-sided 
mirrors hang between the ceiling and the 
countertop. The idea was inspired by a cable-
and-clip system that holds advertising at Qwest 
field, where the Seattle Seahawks play. 
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